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Head Search – Professional Advisory Group

Rivy Poupko Kletenik is in her fourth year as Head of School at the Seattle Hebrew Academy. Previously she served the community as Director of Jewish Education Services of the Jewish Education Council.  Rivy was the recipient of the 2002 Exceptional Jewish Educator Award from the Covenant Foundation. 

Debby Kerdeman received her Masters in Jewish Education from Hebrew Union College  in Los Angeles and worked in Jewish Education for a number of years.  Currently, she is on the faculty at the University of Washington, College of Education.  She also served on the SJCS Board from 2005-2007.

Beth Weisberg has been a supporter of SJCS since its inception and is currently a member of the Advisory Board. Her primary professional interest is in the development of teachers.  She is currently a University Supervisor, working with student teachers, at Antioch University.

Ellen Taussig is a co-founder of The Northwest School, a college preparatory school serving 465 students in grades 6-12 and has been its Head since 1992.  She co-chaired the PNAIS accreditation team for SJCS a few years ago.

Rabbi Stuart Light has been Head of Judaics at the Jewish Day School of Metropolitan Seattle for the past ten years.  He is a graduate of Avi Chai's Day School Leadership Training Institute and is active in the Beth Shalom synagogue community.  Rabbi Light also received ordination from the Jewish Theological Seminary.

Rabbi Rob Toren is the Grants Director of the Samis Foundation.  He has served on search committees at several Seattle area Jewish day schools, including SJCS.  He is a graduate of the Jerusalem Fellows 2-year fellowship in Jewish Education Leadership.  

